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As it had been my original intention to make but a short stay at Banaris, the
Nabob Vizeer in the expectation of my visit had already left his capital, and ad-
vanced to a short distance to meet me. I considered that his presence would prove
of much service by its influence on our credit; and his troops, rabble as they were,
might serve to keep the country in awe, and to divide the intention of the enemy*
But these advantages would invert the relation of our alliance, and to give him a
superiority in our meeting which would defeat the purposes of it: Besides that I
did not think it consistent with the dignity of our government to employ a foreign
aid for the suppression of a rebellion of its own subjects. I therefore wrote a letter
to the Nabob requesting him to return to Lucknow, and remain there until I should
have leisure from the actual disturbances to prosecute my original journey. The
Nabob refused to comply with this injunction, and on the first intimation of my
difficulties resolved to join me; and he executed this purpose with such apparent
earnestness, that he made his first stages with no other attendance than about 100
horse, and about four companies of his body-guard, with his usual domestic attend-
ants. As soon as I was informed of this, to remove any unfavorable impression
of my former letter under the construction of distrust, I wrote another to the Na-
bob expressing the warmest sense of such a testimony of his attention, apologiz-
ing for what I had before written from an unwillingness to involve him in a scene
of trouble, and expressing my desire to see him at Chunar according to his own
-wishes.

In the mean time I had received several intimations imputing evil designs to
the Nabob, and warning me to guard myself against them; and especially to be
careful that I did not expose myself to the effects of concealed treachery by visit-
ing him without a strong guard. Many circumstances favored this suspicion.
No sooner had the rebellion of this Zemeedary manifested itself, than its contagion
instantly flew to Fyzabad and the extensive territory lying on the north of the
river Dewa, and known by the names of Gooruckpoor and Bareech. In the city
of Fymbad Nawaub Allea and Jenauby Allea, the mother and grand-mother of
the Nabob, openly espoused the party of Cheit Sing, encouraging and inviting
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